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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
A HARTFORD STUDENT’S POWERFUL FILM – JUST PEACE

One of the CT Center for Nonviolence’s (CTCN) talented, Hartford, High School Leaders, Tyrone Massey,
decided to create a film about CTCN’s origins, portraying segments of its Founder/ Executive Director,
Victoria Christgau’s life for his Narrative Film Making class’s final exam. He invited his gifted friend,
Brett Rotatori, a student majoring in Cinema at the University of Hartford, to collaborate with him.
Tyrone conceived of, wrote the script, acted in and worked as primary editor. Together with Brett, they
directed, produced and traded places as cinematographers for the ambitious project. The outcome from
this exciting collaboration is the moving short film entitled, Just Peace.

Tyrone Massey, a senior, at University High School for Science and
Engineering (UHSSE), has been with the CTCN since he was a freshman
as one of the ThinKING Youth Nonviolence Leaders.
When Tyrone approached MS. Christgau, requesting to make his final
film project about her life work, she was deeply moved. Tyrone stated,
“I decided to make this film because it was a calling. One in which
I felt that it was my divine duty to compose. This is a short student film
that is subjective to key events in Victoria’s life and I wanted to portray
that and the power of nonviolence to the best of my ability.”

Tyrone Massey

Tyrone has developed as an astute, Kingian trainer over the last four
years. He has co-facilitated numerous Kingian Nonviolence Conflict
Reconciliation trainings alongside other youth and adult trainers.
Tyrone has presented to his peers at schools, in collaboration with
Capital Workforce Partners and Blue Hills Civic Association, at
the Wilson Gray YMCA and for many groups throughout the
greater Hartford community.

Traveling with CTCN to DC he has presented to students at George Mason University. Recently touring
other parts of CT he conducted trainings for the NAACP, members of the New Haven Police department
and other organizations.
After being accepted to ten different colleges including Morehouse, UConn and others, this Autumn,
Tyrone will begin his college career at Central CT State University, (CCSU) with a major in Civil
Engineering and a minor in Cinema. We are excited to see what he will do next as we cheer him on.
CCSU is one of CTCN’s partners, Kingian Nonviolence trainings will expand there with Tyrone’s expert help.
“It’s astounding to have had the opportunity to support the growth of this remarkable young man.”
Ms. Christgau said. “ I have learned a lot from him, we share a passion for Kingian Nonviolence and the
arts. I am deeply honored to serve as one of his mentors.” The CTCN adult training team of Pastor
James Lane, Ms. Cherell Banks, Mr. Warren Hardy, Ms. Debby DeGuire, Mr. Wilson Torres and Pastor
John Lewis are some of the most passionate and gifted mentors and Kingian trainers in the country. We
continue to strive toward building a solid foundation for the children, youth and adults in CT, whose
lives are fully impacted by violence in all its forms.
Kingian Nonviolence seeks to win friendship and understanding. It teaches us to embrace differences,
develop personal practices and build collective strategies to work together towards a more just and
equitable society. The Board and Trainers at the CT Center for Nonviolence, feel it’s imperative that
Kingian Nonviolence be taught and practiced throughout the state and the nation. Clearly and long
overdue, the healing of our racial divides is of massive consequence at this critical time.
Please visit the CTCN’s website at www.ctnonviolence.org to see the short film.
Anyone interested in showing the film and or hosting a community conversation about the power of
Kingian Nonviolence is encouraged to contact CTCN at info@ctnonviolence.org

Tyrone Massey and Victoria Christgau

Brett Rotatori – Film Maker Dominique Waite- Actress
Tyrone Massey- Film Maker

____________________________________

